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he shut the book he noticed that his tall, shy pupil
was in what Uncle Moses had quaintly called his
" stood." He recalled the lad to his ordinary senses
by offering to leave the book with, him, if he was
interested in it. The offer was, of course, gladly
accepted. What this little volume thus loaned to
him was to young Whittier has since been told
in one of the finest tributes to Burns that has yet
been written. He soon began to try his own wings,
but at great disadvantage, hampered as he was by
his surroundings. He early developed a love for
books of biography and travel, and borrowed all
that were to be found in the neighborhood.

A story has been published to the effect that
young Whittier was punished at school for refusal
to learn the Westminster catechism. It had only
slight foundation in fact. The teacher required
the scholars to learn the catechism on Saturdays
from the New England Primer. Greenleaf had
no Primer, and was told by the teacher to get
one. His father told him. he need not study the
catechism, as it contained errors. He reported this
to the teacher, and the study of the Primer was
not enforced in his case.

The room occupied by the boys during part of
their childhood was the chamber in the northwest-
ern corner of the second story. The clapboards
were gone from some portion of the western gable
at that time, and the snow of winter sometimes
sifted through the cracks upon their bed. In this
room occurred the incident that has been made
the theme of a poem by J". T. Trowbridge. The
two little Quaker boys had found they could lift